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Soleil de justice, le Christ notre Dieu; Il a
détruit la malédiction et donné la bénédiction, Il
a aboli la mort et nous a donné la vie éternelle
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THE EPISTLE

Make your vows to the Lord our God and perform them.
God is known in Judah; His Name is great in Israel.

The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:16-7:1)
Brethren, we are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I will live in them and move among
them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Therefore, come out from them, and
be separate from them,” says the Lord, “and touch nothing unclean; then I will welcome you, and
I will be a father to you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” Since
we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and
spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear of God.

THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (6:31-36)

The Lord said: “As you wish that men would do to you, do so to them. If you love those who
love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do
good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And
if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners
lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend,
expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most
High; for He is kind to the ungrateful and the selfish. Be merciful, even as your Father is
merciful.”
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EPITRE
Priez et rendez grace / au Seigneur notre Dieu.
Dieu est connu en Judée, en Israél son Nom est grand.
Lecture de la deuxiéme épitre de saint Paul apotre aux Corinthiens
(2Co VI, XVI-XVII, VII, 1)
Freres, nous sommes le temple du Dieu vivant, comme Dieu l'a dit: "J'habiterai et je
marcherai au milieu d'eux; je serai leur Dieu, et ils seront mon peuple". C'est pourquoi,
"Sortez du milieu d'eux, Et séparez-vous", dit le Seigneur; "Ne touchez pas a ce qui est
impur, Et je vous accueillerai. Je serai pour vous un pere, Et vous serez pour moi des fils
et des filles, Dit le Seigneur tout puissant." Ayant donc de telles promesses, bien-aimés,
purifions-nous de toute souillure de la chair et de 1'esprit, en achevant notre sanctification
dans la crainte de Dieu.

L’EVANGILE
Lecture de I'Evangile selon Saint Luke
(6: 31-36)

Le Seigneur a dit: Ce que vous voulez que les hommes fassent pour vous, faites-le de
méme pour eux. Si vous aimez ceux qui vous aiment, quel gré vous en saura-t-on? Les
pécheurs aussi aiment ceux qui les aiment. Si vous faites du bien a ceux qui vous font du
bien, quel gré vous en saura-t-on? Les pécheurs aussi agissent de méme. Et si vous prétez
a ceux de qui vous espérez recevoir, quel gré vous en saura-t-on? Les pécheurs aussi
prétent aux pécheurs, afin de recevoir la pareille. Mais aimez vos ennemis, faites du bien,
et prétez sans rien espérer. Et votre récompense sera grande, et vous serez fils du Tres
Haut, car il est bon pour les ingrats et pour les méchants. Soyez donc miséricordieux,
comme votre Pére est miséricordieux.
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THE SYNAXARION

On October 5 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Martyr Charitina of
Amisos.

Verses

That for which she prayed, the loosing of the body, Charitina receiveth, behold, by
praying.

On the fifth Charitina entered the city of God.

Orphaned young, Charitina was adopted by an eminent Christian man called Claudius,
who brought her up as his own daughter. Charitina studied the law of God, day and night,
and vowed to live in perpetual virginity as a true bride of Christ. The governor Dometius
wanted to kill Charitina because she led many to the Lord. A judge ordered that her hair
be cut off and live coals put on her head, but the maiden was preserved by God’s power.
She was bound to a wheel which began to turn, but an angel of God stopped the wheel and
Charitina remained unharmed. Then the wicked judge sent some dissolute youths to take
her virginity. Fearing this attack, Charitina knelt in prayer to God to receive her soul
before that could happen. At that moment, her soul soared to the immortal Kingdom of
Christ in 290.

On this day, we also commemorate Venerable John, bishop of Euchaita; and
Venerable Eudokimos of Vatopedi monastery on Athos.

By the intercessions of Thy saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us.

Amen.
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A dangerous obstacle on the path towards the Gospel

Another important obstacle to accepting the Gospel is the confusion and ambiguity of
our concepts about faith and knowledge, and, in connection with this, the inclination
to assign superiority to knowledge rather than faith.

We treat knowledge as something unquestioned, firmly substantiated, completely
objective, logically irrefutable and compulsory for everyone; at the same time, we
consider faith as something arbitrary, subjective and without proof. However, such a
comparison of knowledge and faith in reality turns out to be erroneous. First of all, the
very definition of knowledge, as something indisputable and well-substantiated, does not
correspond to the real state of things. This is, possibly, the ideal of knowledge, but it is not
its present state. One has only to compare, for example, the ancient teaching about the four
elements and electrons, or the ancient astronomic theories about the structure of the
universe with modern astronomical discoveries, or the medical ideas of Hippocrates and
Galen with the knowledge of contemporary anatomists and physiologists, and so on, to see
how unstable, changeable and even contradictory are the so-called scientific truths. Thus,
knowledge is not something definitely and finally substantiated: it constantly changes and
grows, depending on the development of human experience, on the increase of
observations, the improvement of the tools of cognition. Therefore, such expressions as
"science admits", "science denies", etc. should be used with reservations and without self-
assuredness. Knowledge is nothing but the result of the experience of our five senses,
which is checked by our mind. This experience only grows and becomes more certain, but
never goes beyond its boundaries, which are determined by the five senses and reason,
and, therefore, gives us only a superficial picture of the world.

What is faith? Several notions are tied into the word "faith". First of all, faith is the
feeling of certainty in some truth. In this sense, faith can be inherent in people belonging
not only to the sphere of religion, but to the sphere of knowledge as well. Socrates,
Galileo, Columbus can be examples of such faith. Such faith can be the result of personal
observations and thoughtful analysis, and the consequence of believing the words of
people whose truthfulness is beyond doubt and who are authoritative for us. Thus, a child
never doubts the truthfulness of the nanny’s stories about goblins and mermaids. He fully
believes in them, but such faith is blind. It is built upon trust, but not upon conscious
experience. Such blind faith is usually contrasted with knowledge, which is given
superiority for being built upon conscious experience and analysis.

Secondly, faith can mean a special kind of knowledge, different from scientific,
reasonable knowledge. Faith i1s that knowledge which can be justly called insight,
penetration into the inner, most profound essence of life, which is called by the Apostle
Paul "the evidence of things not seen” (Hebr. 11:1). Such penetrating knowledge is not
equally accessible to everybody. There, where one person does not see anything, another
one sees the most profound truth and makes a great discovery. Thousands of people saw
and see how an apple falls from the tree, but this event led only Newton to make the great
discovery of the law of gravitation. Thousands of people saw and see water boiling in a
teapot, but only James Watt had the brilliant thought about building a steam-engine.
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Bénédiction des maisons

Nous prions tous nos paroissiens et paroissiennes ceux (celles) qui désirent que leurs
maisons soient bénies de rappeler le bureau de 1’église pour arranger un rendez-vous avec
le prétre.
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DOECUNY 2025 FALL RETREAT

All things are lawful
for me, but not all
things are helpful

1 Corinthians 10:23

)\ GUEST SPEAKER
| FR. MICHAEL

GILLIS

OCTOBER 24-26, 2025

St Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church - Montreal, QC

For all the
information, visit
our website.

https://www.alsayde.org/fall-retreat-2025/
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